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丁hCl・C is a grcal deal of confusion

today rCgardil-g Wl-a白s invoIved in

¥′icIorioしIS Cllris南n livmg and whal

m諒cs lt POSSiblc. Some of the answers

bcmg glVen Out are Plail-1y wrong` and

mal-y Others are only partially血e. It

¥刷bc in tlle leachillg Of the Scriptures

血I God,s ans¥VerS Will be found. It is llOt

possible in lhis bricf treallnen=O

mC両ion evcrything which could be said,

bしIi a fralneWOrk will be developed to

llOIc God,s wollde血I provisions for us

ill亜s area of vicIorious C血islian living.

P賞・()†′与§i(m #1:

Tl置C W()t・l` Of Jcsus C寡l書・ist

The dealh and rcsしl町eClion o[ Christ

arc a川IC Very lleart O川一e gOSPel (I

Corilllhia11S 1 5:3-4) “Chrisl died for o∬

sillS. ‥ alld Hc rosc aginl山e third day’’

lhC Apostlc Paui decl種reS. How are血ese

bCllCfits applied lo us`? Again, the

Apos‘lc s‘a‘es.負Tb him that workelh not,

bしIl bclicvc爪oll Hil=hat jusl誼elll the

し111gOdly. l-is 」証h is co皿led for righ-

1coしISllCSS,, (RomallS 4:5). It is by

pcrsol-a=rust in wl血Cl正st has accom-

plishcd throしIg吊11C Shedding oJ His

blood and His bodily res皿eCtion that

sal¥′alioll is approprialed. This is God’s

gospclリC=hcrc are falsc gospels

aboしmdil-g, SしICh as lhe sacralnel血l

gospc」,,I necd thc Cl皿Ch’s sacraments

ill Ol・dc「 to bc saved’’. 1hc Icgalislic

gospc」、,I mしISt do solnClhing or obey

solllC SCI of mlcs in order to be saved”.

岨c WhOIc gospcl」,Social invoIvcme11t

is llCCCSS叩m Order ‘o be saved’’・ Or山e

h川gospc」,,l muS同avc an emotional

cxpcricl-CC ‘‘柚the Holy Spirit ill Ordcr

lo be saved’,. The Bible’s attitude toward

diverse gospels and their proclaimers is

clear: “If any man preach any olher

gospel unto you than that ye have

received, let him be acc町Sed” (Galatians

重:9).

One of lhe main reasons why there

is uncertainty about Christian living is

due lo the fuzay thicking abou=he

Gospel and the significance of trusting ln

Christ’s death and resurrection for the

forglVeneSS Of sins. There are limes

when tolerance may be a virlue, but this

is no=rue when it comes to Biblical

teaching.

ClⅢist’s death and resurrection are

not only the basis for the forglVeneSS Of

sin, but also are the basis for breaking

山e power of sin in the believer’s life

loday. The Scriptures declare, “Knowlng

thal Christ being raised from the dead

die批no more; death hath no more

dominion over Him.. For in that He died,

He died u111o sin once: but in山at He

liveth, He iiveth unto God. Likewise

reckon ye also yourselves to be dead

indeed unlo sin, but alive unto God

山ough Jesus C厄ist our Lord’’(Romans

6:9-11).

Provision #2:

T置lC Ministry of t量lC Holy S!)irit

The Bible teaches that every believer

in this present age is pemanently

indwell by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9

& 15; Joha 14:16& 17). Hewanlsto

minister to us and thrOugh us to others.

These ministries are varied, but one such

millistry has to do with enabling皿e

believer to live victoriously We are
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COmmanded: “grieve no=he Holy Spiril

Of God’’(Ephesians 4:30), but, rathe事

“be皿ed with山e Spirit” (Ephesians

5:18b). This speaks to the issue of

yie履〔加ess on o町Part and of con有り/

by God’s Spirit. Romans 6 teaches,

“yield yourselves皿tO God. ‥ yield

yo町members servants to righleousness

unto holiness’’(verses 13 & 19), and

Romans 8 says, “lhe law of the Spirit of

life in Christ Jesus halh made me free

from the law of sin and death” (verse 2).

In yet another place we read “walk in the

Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill lhe lusI of

the flesh. For the皿esh lustelh agains=he

Spirit, and the Spirit agains=he皿esh:

and these are conlrary the One tO lhe

Other: SO that ye camot do the things that

ye would” (Galatians 5:16 & 17). When

the believe[ attemPtS tO live vicIoriously

in one’s own power, failure is the result.

This o同on leads Io e皿er discourage-

ment or redefining what sin is so that we

Can eXCuSe OurSelves. Victory lS nOt

POSSible in the energy of the flesh. It is

Only when we recogmZe that supemalural

power is needed and we yield 10 the Holy

Spirit’s control that ge11uine spirilual

Victory will take place. The result o†

yieldedness is the fiuit of the Spirit

(Galatians 5: 16-25) exhibited in one’s

li鰐.

Provi§ion #3:

Thc In珊ucncc of thc IJOCaI C量置urCll

When the Apostle Paul gave his

farewell address to the pastors al

Ephesus (Acts 20:17-38), he urged山em

to ``feed the church of God which He

hath purchased wilh His owm blood’’



(vcrsc 28b). Hc spcaks Io pas10「S Wi皿n

a loca! church col11cxl llCrC alld rcminds

岨cm lo ``lakc heed ‥. 1o all tllC nock.

O¥,Cl●山C Whicl=hC Holy Ghost h加l madc

)▼Oし1 0VCr§CCrS’’(28a). Hc spcaks of thc

Coril一冊an co-1grCgalion as `唖c ‘cl一一Ple

O「 God’’(I Coril油ians 3:口7). alld hc

「Cl高l-ds TimOllly tha川Ie local church is

判IC llOしISC O「 God:’``llle ChurCh o白he

li、壷g God:, and “lhc pillar and ground of

岨c剛h’’(I Timolhy 3:15). All o白hese

PaSSagCS illdicale tha=ocal churches are

岨c provision of God, and ‘hey arc

iiltClldcd lo benefil believers in their

Walk w皿God. Nole what we are lold

SPCC誼cally in Acts 2:41 & 42. Here we

SCC a Paltem for growlh-both for lhe‘

bclicvcr as an individual and also 」br lhe

local churCh corporately. (1) The

asscmbly is made up o川IOSe Who

“gladly received,, the aposlle,s message

(vs. 41). They were believers who Ioved

血C Lord and wanted lo obey Him. (2)

Thcy were baplized (vs. 41). They were

W皿l-g tO Publicly identify themselves

W岨Cllrist in His dea山, burial, and

rcsし皿eClion (Romans 6:3-17), rQjec=he

Old lifestyle al-d種mm God’s way, and

bc 「ccog置lizcd as a part of 'he people of

God・ (3) They became omcially idel置ti-

ficd ‘刷‖he local believers (they “were

addcdし血O lhem. ‥’’vs. 41). (4) They

dcvcIopcd in lhcir walk w航批c Lo「d

血ough Ibur provisions o川IC Iocal

ChurCh. (a) The Aposllc’s Doclrine-

They sal undcr thc tcachin如rcaching

ml111Stry Of lhe apos庇s as carcful

SySlemalic exposition of the Scriplures

Iook placc. They lislened and lcamed

什om God’s Wbrd. This is the begiming

Place for growth, and it is the foundalion

upon which lhese othcr provisions resし

The preacher with love and concem for

the splrllual well-being of the皿ock

餌h餌Iy leaches lhe grea=ru批s of the

Bible. (b) Fellow§hip-They received

encouragement and support from their

brothers and sisters in Christ who were

also leamlng and growlng in their walk

W皿God. (c) Breaking of Bread-While

a cormon meal was often practiced (see

I Corinthians ll:20-22, 33-34), this is a

more specific reference to the obser-

VanCe by the local chureh of the Lord’s

Supper (Acts 2:46; I Corinthians l l:23-

30; Acts 20:7). This was a frequen=ime

for re血eclion on one,s own life and walk,

and it was a time for meditation upon o町

Lord’s glVlng Of Himself for us. It was

intended lo result il置Self examination and

COlrfession of sin in one’s life (I

Corinthians l l :28). (d) Prayers-This

does not appear to be a reference

Prlmarily to one’s own personal prlVate

life, bしl同IS, ralhe申O those limes when

belicvcrs gather togethcr to pray wi皿1

1hcir local church. Acts 4: 13-33 serves

as a good cxample ofthis kind oJ

Praymg. When we pray togelller and ask

God lo work, and whcn we see God

answer specifro prayers, We grOW in our

walk with Him.

One further point needs to be made.

In Acts 2:42 it stales tha=hese believers
“conlinued sleadfastly” in their local

Churches and actively made use of

OPPO巾unities for hearlng God’s wbrd

taughl’OPPOrtul証es for fellowship wilh

One anOther; OPPOrtunities to partake oI

the Lord’s鴫ble, and opportunities to be

invoIved in times of prayer. This speaks

to the fact tha"hese believers under_

StOOd tl-at血ese were provisions from

God for their welfare, and lhey were

COrmilled to these means for growth.

Is it possible for believers today lo

experience victorious Christian living?

God’s answer is a reso皿ding "yes!,, He

has made victory possible through lhe

death alld res皿eCtion of His Son,

山ough the indwelling and col血Olling

ministries of the Holy Spirit. and through

the provision of New Tesねment Bible-

believing local churches where believers

have oppq叫皿吋for growlh and service.
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